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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



The Notice of Abandonment mailed December 12, 2003 was sent prematurely 
and in error. Contrary to what is stated in the notice, applicant did respond to the Office 
Action mailed June 4, 2003 in a timely manner A responsive amendment was filed 
by mail on December 4, 2003, with a certificate of mailing and a request for a three 
month extension of the term for response. Those papers were received in the Patent 
Office on December 8, as indicated on the attached copy of the return postcard which 
was submitted with them. 

Given the fact that the Notice of Abandonment was mailed only eight days after 
the response was due, this does not appear to be a case in which the papers were 
lost in the Patent Office, but simply one in which the notice was sent prematurely. 
However, if Offrce does need additional copies, applicant will be happy to provide them. 



I CERTIFY THAT THIS REQUEST IS BEING FORWARDED TO THE PATENT OFFICE FOR FILING 
VIA FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION TO (703) 872-9306 ON FEBRUARY 2, 2004. 
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Respectfully submitted. 



(650) 330-0830 
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